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ABSTRACT

The full development of fundamental competencies is the main objective pursued by the educational system of the Dominican
Republic and for this purpose a specialized curriculum has been designed in which a series of contents, strategies, activities
are proposed, as well as particular ways of programming and evaluating competency learning. This study focused on
describing the level of appropriation of the fundamental competencies of secondary school students in Santiago. The
methodology used was based on a quantitative, descriptive and cross-sectional approach. The study population was made up
of 5,000 secondary school students and the sample selected non-probabilistically or by convenience was 535 students. To
collect the data, the Fundamental Competencies Questionnaire for the Dominican Republic (CCF-RD) instrument was
applied. For data analysis, the statistical software IBM SPSS Statistics version 27 was used. The results show an unfavorable
level regarding the Problem Solving Competence, which shows a percentage of 50.2%; Likewise, in Ethical and Citizen
Competence 48% and in Communicative Competence 54.6%. It was concluded that the students show weakness in their own
mastery of Problem Solving, Ethics and Citizenship competencies, in addition to Communication.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Education of the Dominican Republic (MINERD) has adopted a mixed approach that combines
constructivism, the socio-critical perspective, and fundamental competencies to promote comprehensive intercultural
communication, prioritizing critical dialogue about the knowledge built by one's own culture or any other culture that exerts
an influence. This approach aims to create spaces for negotiation and cooperation that are humanizing (MINERD, 2016).

As a result, a new teaching-learning framework has emerged, making it essential for young people to be trained to actively
participate in the democratic system in which they live, allowing them to engage openly (Palacios & Algarra, 2020). The
presence and evolution of democracy serve as an opportunity for citizens to enter a process of abstraction in which they
understand and value everything the system offers from the social and political reality constructed to ensure participation for
all.

In response, it can be said that the school serves as a particular space that should function as a model for comprehensive
education, fostering coexistence, peace, and respect for the human rights inherent to society (Hernandez et al., 2017).
However, the task of educating should be a shared responsibility among all actors within the educational social collective,
including active participation from teachers, who represent the school; students, who are the ones being transformed; and
families, who serve as their representatives and guardians (Pedraza et al., 2019).

In other words, the school acts as a mediator throughout the process of constructing the values that form the backbone of
individuals with goodwill—capable of identifying with their culture, contributing to the strengthening of their identity, and
respecting individual differences as a sign of quality education (Alvarez, 2018).
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In this sense, the school employs a set of curricular areas through which students receive the necessary tools to develop the
aptitudes, attitudes, and values required. However, Physical Education is considered one of the most significant contributors
to students' comprehensive development, as it provides them with opportunities to participate in the community, enhances
their competencies, knowledge, and values, and plays an essential role in the development of all fundamental competencies.

Thus, any student who has had the opportunity to participate in well-implemented Physical Education classes should
demonstrate broad competency development. That is, they should meet the proficiency levels outlined in the curriculum,
which represent the ultimate goal for students as a result of the teaching-learning process. This study, therefore, focuses on
describing the level of appropriation of fundamental competencies among secondary school students in Santiago.
Specifically, it will examine the development of three competencies: ethical and civic, problem-solving, and communication.

2. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Theoretical Construct on Competencies

In the educational field, each country has its own governing body responsible for designing, developing, managing, and
implementing a curriculum aimed at the comprehensive education of all its citizens. In this regard, the Ministry of Education
of the Dominican Republic (MINERD) is the government entity responsible for drafting, reviewing, and redesigning the
document that serves as the fundamental basis of the national education system, namely, the curriculum.

According to the document Nature of Curricular Areas (NAC, 2019), the Dominican curriculum is based on three essential
paradigms: constructivism, the socio-critical approach, and the competency-based approach.

e Constructivist Approach: This is considered the primary framework guiding the Dominican curriculum, as it views
learning as a cultural phenomenon manifested in different times, spaces, and cultures (NAC, 2019).

e Socio-Critical Approach: This approach seeks to broadly modify the social structures that shape education by
fostering individuals' critical thinking skills, enabling them to analyze and objectively assess the information they
handle (NAC, 2019).

o Competency-Based Approach: This approach aims to develop individuals' ability to act autonomously in various
situations and contexts (NAC, 2019).

The components of the Curricular Design include fundamental and specific competencies, content, teaching-learning
strategies, activities, achievement indicators, learning resources, and assessment methods.

Competency

Competency refers to an individual's ability to perform a task efficiently and effectively. It involves the development of a set
of knowledge, cognitive, physical, and emotional skills, as well as attitudes and values that enable a person to navigate
different contexts and situations. Depending on the domain in which competency is applied, it takes on a particular
meaning—whether in the professional, economic, sports, or educational field.

Regarding competency, MINERD (2017) states that it is "the ability to act effectively and autonomously in diverse contexts
by integrating concepts, procedures, attitudes, and values" (p. 38).

Consequently, MINERD (2017) emphasizes that these competencies should be developed gradually, meaning that it is a
lifelong process aimed at achieving personal fulfillment, improving quality of life, and contributing to social and
environmental development.

Furthermore, in the Curricular Design, MINERD (2017) states:

"Fundamental Competencies express the most relevant and significant educational intentions. They are transversal
competencies that meaningfully connect the entire curriculum. They are essential for the full and integral development of
human beings in their various dimensions, based on the principles of Human Rights and universal values. They describe the
necessary capacities for individuals' self-realization and their appropriate contribution and participation in democratic
processes.” (p. 38)

To shape this national plan, MINERD recognized the importance of addressing each aspect of human life. Consequently, it
based the curriculum on the socio-cultural, socio-critical, and competency-based paradigms, establishing seven fundamental
competencies, including:

Ethical and Civic Competency: This refers to an individual's ability to establish respectful boundaries concerning the human
rights of others, emphasizing equity and social justice as essential elements of citizens' dignity (MINERD, 2016). It involves
the ability to discern between right and wrong, meaning the recognition and respect for social rules and values established
on human, social, and constitutional levels.

Communicative Competency: This is the ability to understand and express ideas, emotions, and cultural values in various
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communication contexts, using diverse systems to secure identity, build knowledge, comprehend reality, and establish
meaningful relationships with others (MINERD, 2016, p. 68).
Communicative competency enables individuals to connect with others through oral, written, or gestural mechanisms to
effectively transmit their ideas, emotions, or feelings while also receiving similar information from their environment (Ojeda,
2021). It encompasses all possible means of expressing thoughts and emotions in a way that others can decode, as well as
understanding the externalized expressions of others.

Logical, Creative, and Critical Thinking Competency: This is "the ability to process mental representations, data, and
information to build knowledge, reach logical conclusions (...), establish novel goals and means to achieve them, and examine
the validity of judgments and opinions” (MINERD, 2016, p. 70). This cognitive skill allows individuals to recreate logical
information and establish inferences that validate assessments of specific situations.

Problem-Solving Competency: This refers to "the ability to recognize the existence of a fact or circumstance that hinders
the achievement of a desired goal, determine its nature, and develop strategies to provide creative and innovative responses
according to the context" (MINERD, 2016, p. 71). It facilitates coping with situations of certain difficulty through the use
of cognitive skills tools, which act on the situation with the aim of solving it.

Scientific and Technological Competence is the ability of a person to “propose, explain, interpret, design experiments, and
solve situations present in the natural and social environment based on their perception of it, applying concepts, models,
theories, laws, Information Technologies (...) and scientific methodologies” (MINERD, 2016, p. 72). This competence
promotes the management and implementation of experimental methods, which, combined with the use of technological
tools, serve the purpose of seeking new solutions to current situations.

Environmental and Health Competence is the ability of a person “to act for the benefit of their own comprehensive health
and that of their community, in interrelation, preservation, and care of nature and the social environment, to counteract the
negative effects generated by human action,” to prevent further damage, and to autonomously and sustainably promote life
and the health of the planet (MINERD, 2016, p. 73). This competence advocates for the recognition of principles that ensure
the maintenance of healthy lifestyles, the care of bodily integrity, and the respect, appreciation, and protection of everything
that is an integral part of the environment as a fundamental part of human life.

Personal and Spiritual Development Competence is the ability of a person “to act assertively, trusting in themselves,
integrating their family and personal history, their feelings, qualities, strengths, and limitations in interrelation with others
and their environment, building from their spiritual being” (MINERD, 2016, p. 74). This competence seeks to encourage
individuals to participate actively and positively in social and community life, receiving benefits that strengthen them
intellectually, emotionally, affectively, socially, and professionally, while also contributing to the community, thus
experiencing a sense of pride, joy, and personal fulfillment.

3. LEVELS OF MASTERY

According to the document Curricular Adaptation for the Secondary Level (2022), each fundamental competency has its
own level of mastery, which, in the case of secondary education, corresponds to Level I1l. Consequently, this study will
describe the fundamental competencies that represent the object of this research: Problem-Solving Competency, Ethical
and Citizenship Competency, and Communicative Competency.

Level 111 Mastery for Ethical and Citizenship Competency
According to the Bases for Curriculum Review and Updating (2016):

"The individual interacts with others with respect, justice, and equity in personal, social, and institutional settings; critically
questions practices that violate human rights and the use of violence in any situation; and transforms relationships and
social norms based on the principles of participatory democracy." (p. 68)

Level 111 Mastery for Communicative Competency
According to the Bases for Curriculum Review and Updating (2016):

"The individual understands and expresses ideas, feelings, and cultural values in different communication situations, using
various systems to strengthen their identity, build knowledge, comprehend reality, and establish meaningful relationships
with others.” (p. 76)

Level 111 Mastery for Problem-Solving Competency
According to the Bases for Curriculum Review and Updating (2016):

"The individual recognizes the existence of a fact or circumstance that hinders the achievement of a desired goal, determines
its nature, and proposes strategies to provide creative and innovative responses according to the context.”" (p. 86)
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Level of Appropriation

The level of appropriation refers to the degree of recognition, appreciation, and choice that an individual makes regarding
certain values. In this context, appropriation is a term used to indicate that an individual has made something their own
(Davila-Rodriguez, 2020); in this particular case, they have embraced each of the dimensions that make up the fundamental
competencies. Similarly, Calanchez and Vera (2022) state that appropriation is linked to the conscious engagement and
application of knowledge acquired by an individual.

For secondary school students, their journey through the educational system implies an appropriation of fundamental and
specific competencies, demonstrated through the practical application of each of the dimensions that make up these
competencies, as verified in the levels of mastery and the graduate profile.

In this regard, Roque Rodriguez (2023) states that this appropriation can be measured through indicators organized on a scale
from 0 to 100. When the score is between 1 and 50, it is considered a low level; from 50.1 to 80, it is considered a medium
level; and from 80.1 to 100, it corresponds to a high level.

Nature of the Physical Education Area

According to the curricular document Nature of Curricular Areas NAC (2019), which presents the approaches and
perspectives that guide the construction of knowledge and the achievement of full competency development in the national
education system, certain considerations and contributions from Physical Education have been taken into account as an
academic or curricular area that directly engages with students.

Considerations and Justifications Regarding the Area

According to NAC (2019), there are several reasons why Physical Education was recognized and incorporated into the
curriculum as an academic area, and its contribution is considered essential for the comprehensive development of students
at all educational levels. Some of these reasons are as follows:

"The Physical Education Area deepens the knowledge of motor behavior as a way to understand human behavior, develop
skills and abilities that enhance and increase movement capacity, and adopt attitudes, values, and norms related to the body
and movement.” (NAC, 2019, p. 91)

Motor behavior represents the primary dimension on which Physical Education focuses in its development process. This
contributes to strengthening other essential capacities that form part of the integrality of human beings as social, emotional,
cognitive, and sentimental entities who experience varied sensations that allow them to understand the world in which they
live and coexist with others.

As a pedagogical discipline, Physical Education focuses on the body and movement as the fundamental axes of educational
action. Its teaching should promote and facilitate students' meaningful understanding of their bodies and their movement
potential, enabling them to act competently in various motor situations throughout life, improve their quality of life, enjoy
leisure time, and establish meaningful and fluid interactions with others. (NAC, 2019, p. 91)

The pedagogical and didactic approach of Physical Education centers on the body-movement duality as essential elements
of its action, always aiming for one to develop in dependence on the other. This occurs through participation in activities that
simulate real-life situations and problems that must be solved, allowing students to prepare for future life challenges while
also enjoying the learning experience.

Secondary School Graduate Profile

According to the Curricular Design for the Secondary Level DCNS (2017, pp. 67-68), a secondary school graduate should
demonstrate the following qualities:

Knows and responsibly cares for their body, practices healthy lifestyle and eating habits aimed at promoting physical,
emotional, and mental health.

Thinks logically, analytically, and reflectively, allowing them to adopt coherent and relevant stances.

Thinks independently, develops creativity and talents within the framework of personal and social values, and engages in
dialogue through various artistic expressions.

Demonstrates the ability to construct valid arguments using research methods and techniques and knowledge-building
strategies following the logic of scientific thought, applied to real-life contexts with ethical commitment.

Is capable of engaging in dialogue with different contexts and seeking solutions to real-world problems, aiming to improve
community quality of life and environmental sustainability.

Defines their life project and makes meaningful decisions when facing personal, family, and institutional challenges with
autonomy and assertiveness.

Commits to contributing to the achievement of common goals to promote democratic coexistence and well-being within
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family, community, and social contexts.

Respects and values the diversity of living beings on the planet and assumes a commitment to the continuous preservation
of the environment as a fundamental collective heritage.

Recognizes themselves as part of both the national and global community and reflects with historical awareness on the quality
of social, economic, political, and cultural coexistence. Based on this, they freely adopt a citizen, participatory, and
transformative commitment with a sense of justice, responsibility, and solidarity.

Adopts a critical stance toward various cultural heritages, whether local, national, or global.

Communicates ideas and feelings effectively in their native language, in other languages, and through various codes, with
an inclusive perspective and in different intervention scenarios, using diverse forms of expression, tools, and resources.

Values and effectively utilizes technologies for learning and problem-solving.
Acts with a sense of prevention and proactivity in unforeseen situations or in the event of disasters.

Engages voluntarily in recreational activities and experiences free time as an opportunity to expand different dimensions of
their being.

Values and trusts themselves, recognizing their strengths and weaknesses, and interacts with others while respecting their
dignity, abilities, and feelings.

Recognizes themselves as part of a greater whole, deepens their understanding of the meaning of existence, and promotes
universal ethical, moral, social, cultural, and spiritual values based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for active
citizenship.

Protects and cares for the environment by practicing the principles of recycling, reusing, and reducing.
Plans their life project in alignment with their interests, possibilities, and aspirations.

4. METHODOLOGY

The methodology employed in this study was based on a quantitative, descriptive, cross-sectional approach, aiming to
describe the level of appropriation of fundamental competencies among secondary-level students in Santiago. The population
consisted of 5,000 students from public or government schools. The sample was selected non-probabilistically or by
convenience and amounted to approximately 535 students.

The data collection instrument was chosen after a search in which several instruments capable of assessing fundamental or
civic competencies— as they are referred to in some countries—were identified. These instruments included: the
Questionnaire for the Assessment of Transversal Competencies of Undergraduate Students (CECTGRA) (Martinez
& Gonzalez, 2018); the Civic Competence Questionnaire (CCC) (Prada, 2018); the Citizen Competency Scale
Questionnaire (Soriano, 2006); and the Fundamental Competencies Questionnaire for the Dominican Republic (CCF-
RD) (Prada, 2019). From these four, the latter was selected as it was best suited to the Dominican educational context,
specifically measuring the appropriation of fundamental competencies among Dominican students.

The Fundamental Competencies Questionnaire for the Dominican Republic (CCF-RD) consists of 19 closed-ended
Likert-type questions that identify the level of appropriation of fundamental competencies through: four questions assessing
Norms and Violence-Environment-Dialogue; five questions gathering information on Bullying; three questions collecting
data related to Complaints; and seven questions surveying Communication (Prada, 2019). For validation, the questionnaire
was subjected to expert judgment, who validated its content through the Delphi method. Additionally, a Kaiser-Meyer-
Olkin (KMO) factor analysis was applied, yielding a score of 0.841, placing it within an acceptable range, meaning it can
be applied in scientific studies, particularly those related to the level of appropriation of fundamental competencies.

For the administration of the instrument, authorization was requested from the District Directorate 08-03 of Santiago de
los Caballeros, allowing its application in the selected educational centers. The intentions of the intervention were presented,
and it was explained that the process adhered to an ethical protocol. Additionally, an informed consent form was provided
and explained to parents, ensuring they understood the study’s objectives and signed the document authorizing their
children's participation.

The collected data were analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics 27, where they were categorized according to response levels.
The negative category included responses from the "Never" and "Almost Never" scales; the intermediate category included
responses from the "Sometimes" scale; and the positive category included responses from the "Always" and "Almost
Always" scales. This classification facilitated the identification of the most typical response frequencies for each analyzed
competency: Ethical and Civic Competence, Communicative Competence, and Problem-Solving Competence, for
subsequent descriptive analysis.

To determine the level of competency appropriation, the scale proposed by Roque Rodriguez (2023) was adopted. This
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scale assigns numerical values from 0 to 100 and a nominal classification of low, medium, and high: Low level: 1 to 50,

Medium level: 50.1 to 80, High level: 80.1 to

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

100

Table 1: Data Related to Ethical and Citizenship Competence

Dimensions and Percentages

Level Norms Bullying Equity (%) Participation Complaints (%)
(%) (%) ()

Low 12.8 88.4 22.8 50.5 43.9

Medium 23.8 5.8 333 18.7 16.9

High 63.4 5.8 43.9 30.8 39.2

Source: Percentage values derived from SPSS Statistic 27.

Regarding Ethical and Citizenship Competence, at the low level, the Bullying dimension has the highest percentage (88.9%),
followed by Participation (50.5%). Similarly, at the medium level, the Equity dimension has the highest percentage (33.3%),
followed by Norms (23.8%). Likewise, at the high level, the dimensions with the highest percentages are Norms and Non-
violence (63.4%), followed by Equity (43.9%). Based on these results, it can be inferred that students seek to solve problems

by respecting rules and laws and prefer dialogue over violence when faced with conflicts.

Table 2.: Data Related to Communicative Competence

Dimensions and Percentages

Level Communication  Dialogue Non-violence Discrimination (%)
(%) (%) (%)

Low 30.5 38.8 20.3 28.4

Medium 255 27.8 16.35 15.5

High 44 335 63.4 56.1

Source: Percentage values derived from SPSS Statistic 27.

Regarding Communicative Competence, at the low level, the Dialogue dimension has the highest percentage (38.8%). At
the medium level, the highest percentages are in Dialogue (27.8%) and Communication (25.5%). At the high level, the Non-
violence dimension has the highest percentage (63.4%), followed by Discrimination (56.1%). These results suggest that
students prefer to engage in dialogue rather than act violently when facing conflicts.

Table 3.: Data Related to Problem-Solving Competence

Dimensiones y porcentajes

Nivel Comunicacion No violencia Ambiental (%) Dialogo Denuncias
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Bajo 30.5 20.3 22.4 30.7 43.9

Medio 255 16.4 9.3 26 16.9

Alto 44 63.4 68.4 43.3 39.2

Fuente: Valores porcentuales emanados del SPSS Statistic 27.
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Regarding Problem-Solving Competence, at the low level, the highest percentage is found in the Complaints dimension
(43.9%), followed by Communication (30.5%). At the medium level, the highest percentages are in Dialogue (26%) and
Communication (25.5%). At the high level, the Environmental dimension has the highest percentage (68.4%), followed by
Non-violence (63.4%). These results indicate that students avoid littering in the streets, oceans, or rivers to prevent
environmental pollution and prefer dialogue over violence when resolving conflicts.

Table 4.: Arithmetic Mean Analysis of Ethical and Citizenship Competence

Level Mean (X)
Low 30 %
Medium 21.8%
High 48.1 %

Note: Own elaboration based on the arithmetic mean X.

Based on the arithmetic mean calculated from the percentages of the dimensions of Ethical and Citizenship Competence, it
can be highlighted that students at the high level, categorized as Almost Always and Always, engage in actions that respect
norms; oppose bullying; uphold equity; accept diversity; participate peacefully against social disadvantages; and report cases
of sexual abuse or physical violence. However, the percentage obtained is not significantly representative of the expected
outcome.

Table 5.: Arithmetic Mean Analysis of Communicative Competence

Level Mean (x)
Low 46.5 %
Medium 18.7 %
High 34.9%

Note: Own elaboration based on the arithmetic mean X.

Regarding the arithmetic mean of Communicative Competence dimensions, it can be observed that students at the high level,
categorized as Almost Always and Always, express emotions and feelings without fear of judgment, share their ideas with
others, sometimes raise their voice when angry, engage in dialogue before resorting to violence, and speak out against
discrimination. However, the percentage obtained is not significantly representative of the expected outcome.

Table 6.: Arithmetic Mean Analysis of Problem-Solving Competence

Level Mean (x)
Low 29.6 %
Medium 18.8 %
High 51.6 %

Note: Own elaboration based on the arithmetic mean x.

Based on the arithmetic mean of Problem-Solving Competence dimensions, it is noted that students at the high level,
categorized as Almost Always and Always, express emotions and feelings without fear of judgment, share their ideas with
others, prefer dialogue to resolve conflicts without violence, avoid littering to protect natural resources, raise their voice
when angry to dominate others, report cases of sexual abuse or physical violence, and recognize the strengths of others.
However, the percentage obtained is not significantly representative of the expected outcome.
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6. DISCUSSION

According to the results of Ethical and Citizenship Competence, the most prominent dimension was Norms, which relates to
respecting established rules and laws as a means of solving problems. In this regard, MINERD (2016) states that Ethical and
Citizenship Competence represents a skill developed by individuals within a society to establish boundaries of respect for
human rights. Similarly, the Bases for Curriculum Review and Updating (2016) indicate that, in accordance with Level
I11 proficiency, secondary school students should engage with others under principles of respect, justice, and equity in all
settings, while critically evaluating violations of rights or the use of violence within social interactions, based on democratic
participation principles.

The DCNS (2017), in its high school graduation profile, asserts that students should recognize themselves as social beings
and critically reflect on the quality of their coexistence, which should be based on respect in all aspects. In this context,
Regalado (2023) states that: “When living in a community, it is essential to respect norms and fulfill certain obligations
for everything to function properly” (p. 3).

However, schools still experience issues that challenge the adherence to norms, such as fights, failure to wear uniforms, non-
compliance with schedules, and lack of respect for teachers and school authorities. Nevertheless, Rodriguez-Buitrago
(2018) asserts that: “Norms serve as an educational resource to facilitate coexistence and achieve goals; they do not
completely prevent conflicts but can help alleviate them” (p. 14). Furthermore, Rojas (2025) concludes that national leaders
and organizations have not prioritized the development of this competence, emphasizing the need to promote it in order to
foster assertive interactions and healthy coexistence through the dissemination of values.

According to the results of Communicative Competence, the highlighted dimension was Nonviolence, which relates to
establishing dialogue in the face of a problem rather than acting violently. Regarding this, MINERD (2016) states that
communicative competence is the ability of individuals to establish meaningful relationships with others through the
articulation of ideas and the understanding of what is perceived from established cultural values. Similarly, in the Bases of
the Curricular Review (2016), it is established that in Domain 111, students must understand and express their ideas, feelings,
and emotions while adhering to the cultural values set for various forms of communication, particularly in establishing
assertive relationships with others. The DCNS (2027), in its high school graduation profile, states that students demonstrate
the ability to engage in dialogue when facing real-world problems.

All of this contrasts with the findings of Baldera (2024), who explains that in the Dominican Republic, in 2023, homicides
were recorded at a rate of 6.6% per 100,000 inhabitants, all caused by social conflicts. Furthermore, records from the Ministry
of Interior and Police certify that 58% of homicides result from social conflicts occurring in various communities across the
country. According to Fernandez (2024), the significant wave of brawls in educational centers in Santiago has put authorities
on high alert. In response, Santana (2024) reports that an altercation occurred within a school in Santiago de los Caballeros,
where a student assaulted another with scissors, causing an injury. Likewise, Encarnacion (2024) states that in the Hato
Mayor district of Santiago, two students were involved in a fight outside the school, resulting in one suffering significant
spinal damage due to the blows inflicted by the other.

According to the results of Problem-Solving Competence, the highlighted dimension was Environmental Awareness, which
relates to avoiding littering on the ground, in the sea, or in rivers, as these actions pollute natural resources. Regarding this,
MINERD (2016) states that this competence is defined by individuals' ability to detect an adverse circumstance that prevents
them from reaching a set goal and, accordingly, to find a way to solve it. Similarly, the Bases of the Curricular Review (2016)
specify that in Domain |11, students must be capable of recognizing any situation that hinders their achievement of set
objectives and, based on this, develop strategies to respond creatively in a contextualized manner. The DCNS (2027), in its
graduation profile, states that students should show interest in caring for and respecting the environment, value the diversity
of living beings, and solve problems effectively and positively.

In contrast, Guzméan and Vasquez (2021) report that in populous areas of Santiago, there are makeshift dumps where people
dispose of all kinds of waste, contributing to the pollution of the environment where residents are at risk of contracting
illnesses. As a result, the Santiago Municipal Council (2024) issued a report on the "clean points" program, in which selected
educational centers received plastic containers and were guided and supervised in the creation of a recycling culture.

Another significant dimension is Nonviolence. Regarding this, Matos (2024) states that violence has become normalized in
the Dominican Republic to the extent that mistreatment among people, especially against women, occurs daily. In the school
environment, Arias (2023) highlights that Dominican schools report hundreds of violent incidents, including verbal, physical,
and even sexual aggression. In 2023, a total of 20,120 cases were recorded within and outside educational centers, involving
both teachers and students. Supporting this statement, IDEICE (2017), based on PISA 2015 data, states that the Dominican
educational system faces one of its most serious problems—violence experienced by secondary students in the form of
physical assaults, bullying, threats, and derogatory nicknames. Consequently, Pacheco-Salazar (2018) emphasizes that in the
Dominican Republic, violence as a disciplinary mechanism has become an accepted culture, with the number of victims and
aggressors significantly higher than in other Latin American and European countries. Finally, Pacheco-Salazar and Lépez-
Yafiez (2019) stress that "School violence should always be understood as a reflection of the violence occurring in the broader
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social context" (p. 364).

Regarding the Level of Competency Appropriation

Based on the arithmetic mean or average of each competence, the following results were obtained: Ethical and Civic
Competence had an unfavorable outcome, with only 48.1% of students at a high level; Communicative Competence had
34.9% at a high level; and Problem-Solving Competence was the most favorable, with 51.6% at a high level. In response,
Davila-Rodriguez (2020) and Calanchez and Vera (2022) state that appropriation is the ability of individuals to assume
knowledge, make it their own, and use it as a response to a need or situation. Consequently, Roque Rodriguez (2023)
establishes that appropriation can be measured on a scale where values range from 1 to 50 for a low level, 50.1 to 80 for a
medium level, and 80.1 to 100 for a high level.

7. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results of each fundamental competence studied and in alignment with the definitions of competencies, mastery
levels, and graduation profiles, the following conclusions are presented:

o Although Ethical and Civic Competence showed favorable results in terms of rule adherence (respect for established
norms and laws), other dimensions such as Bullying, Equity, Participation, and Reporting were not equally
favorable. Additionally, the final average for this competence was unfavorable according to the assumed scale.
Thus, it is concluded that students' level of appropriation for this competence is low.

¢ In Communicative Competence, Nonviolence and Non-Discrimination were favorable, meaning that students
engage in dialogue without violence and treat others with respect regardless of their condition, race, or ideology.
However, other dimensions were not equally favorable. Furthermore, the final average obtained for this competence,
according to the scale, was also unfavorable. Therefore, it is concluded that students' level of appropriation for this
competence is low.

¢ In Problem-Solving Competence, the Environmental Awareness and Nonviolence dimensions were favorable,
meaning that students refrain from littering in public spaces and solve problems without resorting to violence.
However, other dimensions were not as favorable. Given that the final average for this competence was moderately
favorable according to the scale, it is concluded that students' level of appropriation for this competence is medium.
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