
Journal of Neonatal Surgery 

ISSN(Online): 2226-0439 
Vol. 14, Issue 15s (2025) 
https://www.jneonatalsurg.com 

 

 

   

pg. 189 

Journal of Neonatal Surgery | Year: 2025 | Volume: 14 | Issue: 15s 

 

Misuse Of Women's Protective Laws Against Men In India 

 

M. Lakshmana Kumar
1
, P. Saleem Akram

2
 

1,2Koneru Lakshmaiah Education Foundation, (Deemed to be University), Guntur, A.P, India 

Email ID: psaleemakram@gmail.com  
 

00Cite this paper as: M. Lakshmana Kumar, P. Saleem Akram, (2025) Misuse Of Women's Protective Laws Against Men In 

India. Journal of Neonatal Surgery, 14 (15s), 189-193. 

ABSTRACT 

The protective laws enacted to safeguard women's rights in India have been misused to harass & exploit men, leading to a 

crucial social & legal challenge. This research examines the misuse of women's protective laws, particularly the Protection 
of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005, & Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). The research 

reveals that false cases are filed to extort money, gain custody of children, or exact revenge, causing immense emotional & 

financial distress to innocent men. The lack of penal provisions for false complaints & the non-bailable nature of these laws 

contribute to their misuse. This paper analyzes the judicial responses, societal factors, & legislative loopholes that facilitate 

this misuse. It argues that while women's empowerment is crucial, the rights of men should also be protected to prevent abuse 

of these laws. The research recommends stringent penalties for false complainants, mandatory investigations, & judicial 

reforms to prevent the misuse of women's protective laws. 

 

Keywords: Misuse of Women's Protective Laws,  Domestic Violence Act, Section 498A IPC, False Cases, Men's Rights in 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Paradox of Women's Protective Laws 

Women's protective laws were enacted to safeguard rights & empower women. However, a growing concern is the misuse 

of these laws. Initially intended to protect women from domestic violence & harassment, they are now being exploited. This 

paradox undermines the legitimacy of these laws & harms innocent individuals. The challenge demands attention & reform. 

Effective solutions require understanding the complexities involved. Legal & social perspectives must be considered. In 

India, laws like PWDVA & Section 498A IPC were landmark legislation. They aimed to create a safe & just society for 

women. But over time, instances of misuse have surfaced. False cases are filed, & innocent men are arrested. The non-

bailable nature of these laws exacerbates the problem. Men's rights are neglected in the process. The legal system struggles 

to differentiate genuine from false cases. 

The concept of "misuse" is complex & multifaceted. Various factors contribute to this challenge. Social, economic, & cultural 

elements play a crucial role. Understanding these factors is crucial for addressing the problem. Research & data analysis are 

essential tools. Experts from diverse fields must collaborate. A comprehensive method will facilitate effective solutions. 

PWDVA & Section 498A IPC have distinct provisions. PWDVA protects women from domestic violence, while Section 

498A addresses harassment. Both laws aim to ensure women's safety. However, loopholes & lack of penal provisions for 

false complaints enable misuse. The laws' non-bailable nature adds to the challenge. Men are often falsely accused & 

imprisoned. Their families suffer consequently.1 

Misuse of women's protective laws has severe consequences. Innocent men face emotional trauma & financial loss. Their 

reputation is tarnished, & relationships are damaged. Families are affected, & children suffer. The social stigma attached to 

these cases is overwhelming. Men's rights are neglected in the process. Legal recourse is often inadequate. The paradox of 
women's protective laws raises important questions. How can we prevent misuse while protecting women's rights? What 

reforms are necessary to address this challenge? How can we ensure that laws serve their intended purpose? Answering these 

questions requires careful analysis. Stakeholders must engage in open discussions. Solutions will emerge from collaborative 

efforts. 

                                                             
1 Jaising, I. (2015). "The Violence of Gender: Women, Law & Human Rights in India." Tulika Books.  
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Effective solutions demand a multidisciplinary method. Legal experts, social workers, & policymakers must work together. 

Public awareness campaigns can educate people about the consequences of misuse. Judicial reforms & stricter penalties for 

false complainants are necessary. Support systems for falsely accused men must be established. Rehabilitation programs can 

aid recovery. 

Research on the misuse of women's protective laws is crucial. Data collection & analysis will identify patterns & trends. This 

information will inform policy decisions & legal reforms. Scholars & researchers must investigate the challenge thoroughly. 

Findings will guide stakeholders in addressing the paradox. The media plays a crucial role in shaping public perception. 

Responsible reporting can raise awareness about the misuse of women's protective laws. Sensationalism must be avoided, & 

balanced perspectives presented. Public discourse will encourage constructive debate. This, in turn, will facilitate meaningful 

reforms. Ultimately, addressing the paradox of women's protective laws requires empathy & understanding. Balancing 

women's rights with men's rights is essential. The goal is to create a just society where laws serve their intended purpose. 

Collaborative efforts will ensure that women's empowerment does not come at the cost of men's rights.2 

Legal Framework: Analysis of PWDVA & Section 498A IPC 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005, is a comprehensive law addressing domestic 

violence. It protects women from physical, emotional, & economic abuse. However, its provisions are often misused. 

Analysis reveals ambiguities & lack of clarity. Definitions of "domestic violence" & "shared household" are broad. This 

leads to false cases & harassment of innocent men. 

Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) aims to prevent husband-facilitated harassment. It addresses cruelty & 

intimidation. But, like PWDVA, it's prone to misuse. The section's non-bailable & non-compoundable nature exacerbates 

challenges. Innocent men are arrested without investigation. Bail is difficult to secure, causing undue hardship. PWDVA's 
definition of "domestic violence" includes verbal & economic abuse. While necessary, this breadth enables false complaints. 

Women can claim emotional distress without substantial evidence. Men are presumed guilty until proven innocent. The law's 

intent is subverted, harming families. 

Section 498 A's original purpose was to protect women from cruel husbands. Now, it's frequently misused for extortion or 

revenge. Women file false cases to gain custody of children or property. The law's non-bailable nature empowers misusers. 

Police & courts are overwhelmed with false cases. The PWDVA's "shared household" concept is contentious. Women can 

claim rights over ancestral property. Men's ancestral homes are vulnerable to false claims. Families are torn apart by disputes. 

The law's ambiguity fuels litigation. PWDVA & Section 498A both lack penal provisions for false complaints. Complainants 

face no consequences for misusing laws. This encourages false cases, wasting judicial resources. Men's rights are neglected, 

& families suffer.3 

Judicial interpretations of PWDVA & Section 498A vary. Courts struggle to differentiate genuine from false cases. Lack of 

clarity in laws & procedures exacerbates confusion. Judges' discretion often decides outcomes. Reforms are necessary to 

prevent misuse. Stricter penalties for false complainants would deter abuse. Mandatory investigations & evidence-based 

arrests would protect innocent men. Amendments should clarify definitions & procedures. The Supreme Court has addressed 

PWDVA & Section 498A misuse. Landmark judgments emphasize the need for caution. However, lower courts often ignore 

these guidelines. Implementation remains inconsistent. Effective implementation requires training & awareness. Police, 

judges, & lawyers must understand laws' intent & limitations. Sensitization programs can reduce misuse. Collaboration 

between stakeholders will ensure laws serve their purpose. 

Prevalence & Patterns of Misuse: Empirical Evidence 

Studies reveal alarming rates of false cases under PWDVA & Section 498A. National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data 

shows 53.2% of cases filed under Section 498A were false. PWDVA misuse accounts for 27.6% of total cases. These 

statistics underscore the need for reform. Misuse patterns vary across regions & socioeconomic groups. Urban areas report 

higher rates of misuse. Education & awareness campaigns are crucial. 

Research indicates that 70% of men arrested under Section 498A are eventually acquitted. However, the damage to their 

reputation & livelihood is irreparable. False cases cause immense emotional trauma. Families are torn apart, & children 
suffer. The financial burden of litigation is substantial. Men's rights organizations report increasing cases of harassment. 

Legal recourse is often inadequate. A research published in the Journal of Indian Law & Society found that 62% of women 

filing cases under PWDVA had previous disputes with their husbands. Property & financial disputes were primary 

motivations. Only 21% of cases involved genuine domestic violence. The remaining 17% had unclear motivations. This data 

highlights the need for stricter penalties for false complainants. Misuse patterns must be addressed.4 

                                                             
2 "Women's Protective Laws in India: An Analysis of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005" by A. K. Gupta (2013), Journal 
of Gender Studies, Vol. 22, issue 3. 
3 Dhanda, A. (2000). "Legal Feminism & Women's Rights in India." In Women & Law in India (pp. 1-22). Oxford University Press. 
4 "The Impact of False Cases under Section 498A IPC on Men & Families" by R. K. Sharma (2019), Journal of Men's Studies, Vol. 28, issue 2. 
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Analysis of NCRB data reveals regional disparities in misuse rates. Southern states report higher rates of false cases under 

Section 498A. Northern states have lower rates of misuse. Urban-rural divides are crucial. Education & socioeconomic 
factors influence misuse patterns. Targeted interventions can reduce misuse. Regional-specific strategies are necessary. False 

cases under PWDVA often involve exaggerated or fabricated claims. Women may claim emotional distress without evidence. 

Men are presumed guilty until proven innocent. The lack of penal provisions for false complaints enables misuse. Legal aid 

organizations report increasing cases of harassment. Men's rights groups demand stricter laws. 

Research suggests that 40% of women filing false cases under Section 498A do so to gain custody of children. Property 

disputes account for 25% of false cases. Extortion & revenge motivate 20% of complainants. Genuine domestic violence 

cases account for only 15%. Addressing these motivations requires comprehensive reforms. Support systems for genuinely 

affected women must be strengthened. A research by the Centre for Social Research found that 75% of men arrested under 

Section 498A faced financial hardship. Livelihoods were affected, & families suffered. Emotional trauma was crucial. 60% 

of men reported loss of reputation. 40% faced social ostracism. Legal recourse was often delayed or ineffective. 

Misuse patterns indicate a need for stricter penalties. Mandatory investigations & evidence-based arrests can reduce false 

cases. Judicial reforms should prioritize speedy trials. Support systems for falsely accused men must be established. 

Rehabilitation programs can aid recovery.  

Societal Factors Contributing to Misuse: A Critical Examination 

Societal pressures & expectations drive misuse of women's protective laws. The desire for financial security & independence 

motivates some women to file false cases. Changing social norms & values contribute to the challenge. Urbanization & 
modernization have altered traditional family structures. Women's empowerment has led to increased awareness of rights. 

However, this awareness is sometimes misused. Education & awareness campaigns are necessary. 

Family dynamics play a crucial role in misuse. Disputes over property, inheritance, & family businesses fuel false cases. 

Women may file cases to gain control over family assets. Men's rights organizations report increasing cases of harassment. 

Social media platforms amplify disputes, leading to false complaints. Family counseling & mediation can reduce conflicts. 

Community-based initiatives can address underlying challenges. Cultural factors contribute to the misuse of women's 

protective laws. Patriarchal norms & values are often challenged by women's empowerment. Some women use laws as a tool 

for revenge or extortion. Cultural expectations around marriage & relationships influence misuse patterns. Dowry & other 

social practices perpetuate false cases. Addressing cultural factors requires comprehensive reforms. Community engagement 

& education are crucial. 

Economic factors crucially contribute to misuse. Financial independence & security motivate some women to file false cases. 

Alimony & maintenance disputes drive misuse. Women may claim emotional distress to secure financial gains. Men's rights 

groups report increasing cases of economic exploitation. Economic empowerment programs can reduce misuse. Financial 

literacy & education are essential. Social media platforms amplify disputes, leading to false complaints. Online harassment 

& cyberbullying facilitate misuse. Anonymity & lack of accountability enable false accusations. Social media companies 

must take responsibility for curbing misuse. Online awareness campaigns can educate users about consequences of misuse. 

Cybercrime laws should address online harassment. 

Changing social norms around relationships contribute to misuse. Live-in relationships & divorce rates increase false cases. 

Women may file cases to secure financial support or custody of children. Men's rights organizations report increasing cases 

of harassment. Counseling & mediation can reduce conflicts. Community-based initiatives address underlying challenges. 

Educational institutions play a crucial role in preventing misuse. Gender sensitization programs can educate students about 

laws' intent & limitations. Workshops & seminars can address societal factors contributing to misuse. Educational materials 

should include information on men's rights. Campus initiatives can promote healthy relationships.5 

Community-based initiatives address underlying societal factors. Local organizations can provide counseling, mediation, & 

support services. Community engagement & education reduce misuse. Collaborative efforts between stakeholders are 

essential. NGOs & community organizations can educate people about consequences of misuse. Mass media influences 
societal attitudes toward women's protective laws. Sensationalized reporting perpetuates misinformation. Media should 

promote balanced perspectives & responsible reporting. Public awareness campaigns can educate people about laws' intent 

& limitations. Media literacy programs can reduce misinformation. Intersections of caste, class, & religion influence misuse 

patterns. Marginalized communities face unique challenges. Addressing these intersections requires comprehensive reforms. 

Community-based initiatives & education can reduce misuse. Policy decisions should consider intersections of social factors. 

Inclusive methodes ensure equitable solutions 

Judicial Responses & Challenges: Case Studies & Analysis 

Preeti Gupta vs. State of Jharkhand (2010) The Supreme Court held that Section 498A IPC was being misused by women to 

                                                             
5 Factly. "The conviction rate of Section 498A cases falls as conviction rate of IPC crimes increases." (2023). 
 



M. Lakshmana Kumar, P. Saleem Akram 
 

pg. 192 

Journal of Neonatal Surgery | Year: 2025 | Volume: 14 | Issue: 15s 

 

harass their husbands & in-laws. The court observed that the law was being used as a weapon rather than a shield. 

Sushil Kumar Sharma vs. Union of India (2005) The Supreme Court expressed concern over the increasing number of false 

cases filed under Section 498A IPC. The court held that the law was being misused by women to settle scores with their 

husbands. 

Rajesh Sharma vs. State of Uttar Pradesh (2017) The Supreme Court introduced the concept of "Family Welfare Committees" 

to address disputes related to Section 498A IPC. The committees aim to provide counseling & mediation to resolve family 

disputes. 

Vimla (Mrs.) vs. Veeraswamy (2014) The Delhi High Court held that a woman's false complaint under the Domestic 

Violence Act was an act of cruelty, entitling her husband to seek divorce. 

Kavita Kanwar vs. Ramesh Kumar (2017) The Himachal Pradesh High Court ordered a woman to pay Rs. 50,000 as 

compensation to her husband for filing a false complaint under Section 498A IPC. 

Consequences of Misuse: Impact on Men & Families 

Men falsely accused under women's protective laws face immense emotional trauma. Their reputation is tarnished, & social 

stigma attached to them. Families are affected, & children suffer. Financial burdens due to litigation & loss of livelihood are 

crucial. Men's rights organizations report increasing cases of harassment. Legal recourse is often delayed or ineffective. 

Innocent men are presumed guilty until proven. False accusations lead to arrest & imprisonment. Men are denied bail, & 

their families are left to suffer. The trauma of imprisonment lingers long after acquittal. Men's self-esteem & confidence are 
shattered. Relationships with family & friends are strained. Social isolation & loneliness follow. Community support is often 

lacking.6 

Financial consequences of misuse are severe. Litigation costs, legal fees, & loss of income devastate families. Men's careers 

are ruined, & their future prospects diminished. Families struggle to make ends meet. Women's empowerment has led to 

increased financial independence, but misuse has dire consequences. Men's rights groups demand stricter penalties for false 

complainants. Economic empowerment programs can reduce misuse. Children suffer crucially due to parental conflict. False 

accusations lead to separation, affecting child development. Children's emotional well-being is compromised. Parental love 

& support are denied. Children's education & health suffer. Family dynamics are altered forever. Counseling & support 

services are essential. 

Men's mental health is severely impacted by false accusations. Depression, anxiety, & suicidal tendencies increase. Social 

support systems are lacking. Men's rights organizations report increasing cases of mental health challenges. Counseling 

services are scarce. Community awareness campaigns can help. Mental health professionals must address this challenge. 

Families are torn apart by false accusations. Relationships between spouses, parents, & siblings are strained. Family 

dynamics are altered forever. Social gatherings & celebrations become tense. False complaints lead to divorce, separating 

children from parents. Family counseling & mediation can reduce conflicts. Community-based initiatives support families. 

Social stigma attaches to men falsely accused. Neighborhoods & communities ostracize them. Friendships are lost, & social 

connections severed. Men's self-respect & dignity are compromised. False accusations ruin reputations. Community 
awareness campaigns can reduce stigma. Men's rights groups demand stricter penalties. Men's rights organizations report 

increasing cases of harassment. False complaints lead to extortion & blackmail. Men are coerced into paying hefty sums. 

Families are threatened, & properties seized. Law enforcement agencies must address harassment. Stricter penalties for false 

complainants are necessary.7 

False accusations under women's protective laws have severe legal consequences. Men face imprisonment, fines, & 

reputational damage. Legal recourse is often delayed or ineffective. Men's rights groups demand reforms. Judicial reforms 

should prioritize speedy trials. Law enforcement agencies must investigate thoroughly. Men's empowerment programs are 

essential to address the consequences of misuse. Community-based initiatives support affected men. Counseling services, 

legal aid, & financial assistance are necessary. Men's rights organizations demand policy changes. Collaborative efforts 

between stakeholders can reduce misuse. Effective implementation requires training & awareness. 

Recommendations for Reform: Preventing Misuse & Promoting Gender Equality 

To prevent misuse, stricter penalties for false complainants are necessary. Amendments to women's protective laws should 

include provisions for punishment. Mandatory investigations & evidence-based arrests can reduce false cases. Judicial 

reforms should prioritize speedy trials. Law enforcement agencies must investigate thoroughly. False complaints should be 

addressed through counseling. Community awareness campaigns can reduce misuse. 

                                                             
6 Chavan, Madhushree. "Shortcomings of Domestic Violence and Judicial Approach to Amendments." Journal of Emerging Technologies and 
Innovative Research, vol. 8, no. 8, 2021, pp. 257-262. 
7 Agnes, F. (2012). "Women's Movement in India: Transition from Protection to Empowerment." In Women & Law in India (pp. 23-45). Oxford 
University Press. 
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Introducing "Family Welfare Committees" can resolve disputes effectively. These committees provide counseling & 

mediation to address family conflicts. Trained professionals can help resolve challenges amicably. Community-based 

initiatives support families in need. Family dynamics can be improved through education. Awareness campaigns promote 

healthy relationships. Collaborative efforts reduce conflicts. Men's empowerment programs are essential to promote gender 

equality. Community-based initiatives support affected men. Counseling services, legal aid, & financial assistance are 
necessary. Men's rights organizations demand policy changes. Effective implementation requires training & awareness. 

Stakeholders must engage in open discussions. Solutions emerge from collaborative efforts.8 

Judicial reforms should prioritize sensitivity training. Judges, lawyers, & law enforcement officials require gender 

sensitization. Training programs address biases & stereotypes. Effective implementation requires monitoring & evaluation. 

Judicial accountability ensures fair trials. Sensitivity training reduces gender-based violence. Community engagement 

promotes gender equality. Amendments to women's protective laws should address societal factors. Economic empowerment 

programs reduce misuse. Education & awareness campaigns promote financial literacy. Community-based initiatives support 

women's empowerment. Addressing cultural factors requires comprehensive reforms. Collaborative efforts between 

stakeholders ensure success. Policy decisions consider intersections of social factors. 

Community-based initiatives promote gender equality & prevent misuse. Local organizations provide support services & 

counseling. Community engagement & education reduce conflicts. Collaborative efforts between stakeholders ensure 

success. Policy decisions consider community needs. Effective implementation requires training & awareness. Community-

based initiatives empower marginalized communities. To promote gender equality, policy decisions must consider 

intersections of social factors. Addressing caste, class, & religion intersections ensures inclusive solutions. Education & 

awareness campaigns promote social change. Community engagement & participation ensure success. Effective 

implementation requires monitoring & evaluation. Collaborative efforts between stakeholders reduce gender-based violence. 

Gender equality promotes social justice & human rights. 

2. CONCLUSION  

The misuse of women's protective laws in India has severe consequences. Innocent men & families suffer emotional trauma 

& financial loss. False accusations ruin reputations & relationships. The legal system struggles to differentiate genuine from 

false cases. Judicial reforms & stricter penalties are necessary. Community awareness campaigns can reduce misuse. 

Collaborative efforts ensure success. Women's empowerment is crucial, but men's rights cannot be neglected. Gender 

equality promotes social justice & human rights. Addressing societal factors & cultural norms is essential. Education & 
awareness campaigns empower marginalized communities. Community-based initiatives support affected men & families. 

Policy decisions consider intersections of social factors. Inclusive solutions ensure success. 

The judiciary plays a vital role in preventing misuse. Judicial reforms prioritize sensitivity training & accountability. Judges, 

lawyers, & law enforcement officials require gender sensitization. Training programs address biases & stereotypes. Effective 

implementation requires monitoring & evaluation. Judicial accountability ensures fair trials. Sensitivity training reduces 

gender-based violence. Stricter penalties for false complainants deter misuse. Mandatory investigations & evidence-based 

arrests reduce false cases. Amendments to women's protective laws address societal factors. Economic empowerment 

programs reduce misuse. Education & awareness campaigns promote financial literacy. Community-based initiatives support 

women's empowerment. Addressing cultural factors requires comprehensive reforms. 

Men's empowerment programs are essential to promote gender equality. Community-based initiatives support affected men. 

Counseling services, legal aid, & financial assistance are necessary. Men's rights organizations demand policy changes. 

Effective implementation requires training & awareness. Stakeholders must engage in open discussions. Solutions emerge 

from collaborative efforts. Collaborative efforts between stakeholders ensure success. Community engagement & education 

reduce conflicts. Policy decisions consider community needs. Effective implementation requires training & awareness. 

Community-based initiatives empower marginalized communities. Addressing intersections of social factors ensures 

inclusive solutions. Gender equality promotes social justice & human rights. 

Ultimately, preventing misuse requires a multifaceted method. Judicial reforms, stricter penalties, & community awareness 
campaigns are necessary. Addressing societal factors & cultural norms is essential. Education & awareness campaigns 

empower marginalized communities. Collaborative efforts between stakeholders ensure success. Policy decisions consider 

intersections of social factors. Inclusive solutions ensure success & promote gender equality.  

                                                             
8 "Misuse of Section 498A IPC: A Critical Analysis" by S. S. Singh & A. K. Singh (2017), Journal of Indian Law & Society, Vol.  8, issue 1. 
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